
BIG RAPIDS DIAL-A-RIDE PUBLIC TRANSIT 

LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

APPROVED MINUTES 

May 1, 2018 

 

 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 P.M. by Chairman Mary Vogt. 

 

PRESENT:  Mary Vogt, Raymond Miele, Merrilee Hill-Kennedy 

 

ABSENT:  Christiaan Desmond  

 

STAFF:  Dawn Fuller-DART Transportation Supervisor, Jennifer Rosenogle-DART Administrative 

Assistant, Heather Bowman-Director of Public Works, Simone Smith-Politz-Council Secretary 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Merilee Hill-Kennedy, seconded by Raymond Miele, to 

approve the January 22, 2018 minutes.  Motion passed. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Jennifer Rosenogle-New Administrative Assistant: 

Dawn introduced Jennifer as the new Administrative Assistant for DART.  Jennifer will also be 

responsible for taking the meeting minutes.  Jennifer was welcomed by the board. 

 

Passengers Update and Revenue Update: 

Dawn spoke on the passenger and revenue data for the year.  Ridership showed a slight increase from this 

time last year.  There was a decrease in shuttle ridership likely due to a revamping of the shuttle route.  

Revenue increased by just over $3,000 from this same time last year. 

 

Discount Ticket Sales Update: 

Dawn reported on discount ticket books which can be purchased at a 20% discount.  The information 

presented reflects ticket book sales are up from this same period in 2017.  Dawn explained she has had 

several inquiries about punch cards; however, this current system seems to be working well. 

 

Safe Ride: 

Safe Ride ridership was down by about 100 passengers from last year.  This decrease is likely due to the 

removal of the Thursday night shuttle.  Mary inquired about the cost for the passenger.  Dawn explained 

Safe Ride is funded by FSU Student Government so there is no cost to the rider.  She also explained the 

bus picks up patrons from local bar establishments and transports them home.  FSU pays $70/hour for 2.5 

hours of service on Friday and Saturday nights from midnight until 2:30 am.  Merrilee asked if the bus 

goes to Buffalo Wild Wings.  Dawn said at this time, it doesn’t; but she would talk to Ferris about adding 

that as a stop. 

 

Quarterly Report: 

Dawn presented the quarterly report which reflects the total number of passengers broken into categories 

of ridership; regular, senior, disabled, etc.  Dawn sends this report to the State on a quarterly basis.  She 



reported total passengers are down slightly from last year.  Safe Ride passengers has decreased a little and 

Shuttle ridership has decreased by about 3,000 passengers for the same time last year.  The UC/Rock 

route is new this school year and has had nearly 3,000 riders since January of this year. 

 

Small Urban Grant: 

Dawn updated the board on the status of the grant.  She explained the government has released a small 

amount of funds which are to go towards operational expenses.  She is still waiting for grant funding for 

the building. 

 

New Buses: 

Dawn reported the new busses are on order and should be arriving by the end of June.  DART will be 

receiving 2 new busses. 

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

There is a new apartment complex that is supposed to be built on Watertower Rd.  Dawn was approached 

by the management of that complex and Campus Creek requesting a shuttle bus for those apartment 

complexes.  The proposal is for the bus to run to local grocery stores, campus, and the downtown area.  

Dawn stated at this point she is looking at costs and the availability of busses. 

 

Dawn asked the board about changing the meeting time; if there was a better time of day that works for 

the board members to meet.  There was a brief discussion and it was proposed to move the future meeting 

time from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm.  

 

Motion by Raymond Miele, seconded by Merilee Hill-Kennedy, to change the board meeting time from 

9:00 am to 1:30 pm.  Motion passed. 

 

Dawn also advised she is still looking for a representative from the Commission on Aging to fill the 

vacant spot. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Next meeting will be July 10, 2018 1:30pm at City Hall. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:58 P.M. 

Minutes submitted by Simone Smith-Politz. 


